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UNTO HIS. GRACE, Tt 


His MAJESTYS 
HIGH COMMMISSIONER 


AND THE HONOURABLE 


ESTATES or PARLIAMENT. 


The AFOTHECARIES in EDINBEBURGY, 


Humbly Sheweth, 
Th where the Profeſſion of Chirurgery and Pharmacy, are not on- 


ly underſtood to be Two diſtin Callings of their own Nature, 
and not to be exerced by one and the fame Perſon, but were allv 
molt expreſly ſcparat by a ſolemn Decrect of the Lords, after a long 
and litigious Debate : In which Scntence the Lords proceeded molt deliberat- 
ly, having adviſed with the moſt eminent Phylicians, and informed themſelves 
of the Cuſtoms of neighbouring Nations: They therefore found and declared, 
That the two Employments of Chirurgery and Pharmacy,being two diſtin Em- 
ployments, and both requiring a great decal of Care, Skill and Attendance, 
muſ} peceſſarly be excrced by two diſtin Perlons, diſcharging any Maſter 
thereafter to make Apprentices Free-men in both Employments: And by the 
{ame Decrect the Lorls did Ordain the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh to appoint 
Viſiters to the Apothecaries, of the Apothecaries themſelves ; and when the 
Magiſtrates neglected, or did nominat Chirugeon Apothecaries to be Vilitcrs, 
all tuch Nominations were declared void: And in ſuch Caſes the Apothecaries 
are allowed to appoint ſome of their own number, to take Inſpettion of the 
Drugs, and viſit the Shops of other Apothecaries: Which Decrect is dated 
1682, and Ratified in Parliament. 

Likeas, there is alſo an At of Privy Council the ſame Year 1682, Diſ- 
charging any Signature to paſs in Favours of the Chirurgeon Apothecaries, but 
under the Qualifications therein-mentioned, Prohibiting any ſuch Signature 
ſhould be ſent ro my Lord Secretary, till it was firſt Contidered and Approven 
by the Privy Council. 

Notwithſtanding of all which, the Chirurgeom- Apothecaries did not only make 
an Attempt upoa Your Petitioners Rights and Priviledges, in the late Reign, 
and did obtain a Signature by verrue of the Arbitrary Power, then in faſhion, 
in every thing contrary to the forcſaid Decrect and Act of Privy Council, 
(and which Signature this honourable Parliament, the laſt Seſſion, did moſt 
juſtly reje) but have allo, upon Miſ-repreſentations, procured a Gift of the 
{ame Nature, from His preſent Majeſty. 

Seing therefore the ſaid Gift was obtained pony in audita, & ſuppreſſa veri- 
tate, and conſequently may be underſtood ro be Subteptirious, and cannot pre- 
judge the Peritioners juſt Right provided tro them by ſeveral Decrects of the 
ſupream Judicatory of the Nation, which is the greateſt Security the Leidges 
have for their Properties. 

We do humbly beſeech Tour Grace and honourable Eſtates, to take the Premiſſes 
to Tour Conhideration, and to grant Warrand for Citing at our Inſtance the 
Deacon of the ſaid Chirurgions, to hear and ſee the foreſaid pretended Gift 
in their favours declared Void and Null, for the Grounds above-repre{eated, 
conform to the foreſaid Decreet of Separation, ratified and confirmed 7! Par- 
liament : And that in the mean time, there may no Ratificativ vt anv ſuch 
Sranature paſs until we be ſpecially called thereunto. | 


